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FOREWARD

The role of donor partners in the operations of any serious non-governmental organization 1f society cannot be

overemphasized. In the case of the Lawyers Centre for Legal Assistance (LAWCLA). the strict u'dh.ere'nce‘ to
standards, rules, and behaviours that demonstrate accountability by the operatives may have endeared lhls mst.ltuuon
to donors. However, the role being performed by this institution, in an impoverished P(’Sl'conﬂlc{ SOClet_y 5
Sierra Leone, has made the outfit a sort-out-for by thousands who avail themselves for the Center s SETVICES.

In-a world of dwindling economies, LAWCLA has had to cut down on activities without 2 COrﬂ?SPO"dlng
dwindling effect in standards and commitment to those hapless Sierra Leoneans who need ifs S?TV'C“?S most;
especially those who cannot afford to pay the high cost of legal services ina society where injustice is nO Stranger.
In the light of the above realities, LAWCLA positively disintegrated some of its services by cedmg them
1o two major outfits in Makeni in the north and Kenema in the east of the country. The Legal Assistance
Centre (LAC) and the Legal Access Centre, in Kenema and Makeni respectively have taken some of the
burden of service from the parent giant, LAWCLA, as it turns attention to the vital and much nee'ded
Services in training, research, advocacy and litigation on behalf of the much marginalized of the sOCICly.

. . Sphat: r 9k s ; 'ing ves Wwere
As the focus of this particular publication goes to show, LAWCLA's restructuring mo S

: X i i d mizing
paved by demands and encouragement from the DOEN foundation, with a Vview to maxi g

. ! 3 ‘hsccentialeton ices to
efforts, resources and expertise so as to be able to offer to the needy, the much essentials of service
that portion of society as seen by the Centre. To that end we are much thankful to our helping partner

The articles, opinions and research details herein published by the-men and women out in the field attest to
LAWCLA's commitment, vision and service to that portion of humanity the Centre has assigned itself to serve.

Have 4 pleasant reading.

Mr. David Tam-Baryoh

Chairman Board of Trustee
Lawyers Centre for Legal Assistance




OVERVIEW OF REPORT

The Lawyers Centre for Legal Assistance (LAWCLA) continues to be a powerful tool in brgaking barriers,
uniting people in common causes, and showing us the way to access justice in its eight years of operatioy,
in Sierra Leone. As a Public Interest Litigation Firm, LAWCLA continues to make law and justice mopa
accessible to the majority of impoverished Sierra Leoneans by raising awareness amongst members in (he
judiciary that human rights are integral to the development of an effective and sound legal system accessible ¢,
all members of society thus promoting national stability and development which is essential in Sierra Leope.

During the period under review, the Centre with funding from Doen Foundation published and launched gjp,.
plified versions and training manuals of the various Gender legislations recently enacted into law in 2007, to
better sensitize the public. The Centre also conducted training in Makeni and Kenema on the Gender layg
following the launched of the handbooks and manuals.

The Centre held series of radio discussions programmes on the recently passed Gender Laws, centred on the
Domestic Violence Act, Registration of Customary Marriage and Divorce Act and Devolution of Estate Act
over the Cotton Tree News (CTN) radio network, Fourah Bay College Studio. Legal aid and advice were
provided to over four hundred clients. The Centre hosted a Research Fellow from the University of Sweden,
a summer intern from the University Of Virginia School Of Law in Charlottesville, Virginia, U.S.A and eight
interns from the University of Sierra Leone. : i

‘ i

In advancing the fight for women’s equality and the elimination of discrimination and violence and to
adequately educate the populace on these laws the Centre in partnership with the Forum for African Women
Educationalists (FAWE) & the 50-50 Group are implementing a twelve months “Access to justice project”
with funds from the United Nations Development Programme which commenced in October 2009. 1

There is the concern of our donor for LAWCLA’s paradigm shift from legal representation in the Law Court
to a holistic approach of research capacity building and advocacy on Legislations and for the Centre to be|
restructured and down sized. =

In line with the requirement of our donor for the restructure of the Centre to operate one Central Office in!
Freetown, the Regional Offices in the North and South-Eastern Sierra Leone were closed down in Septe
LAWCLA further went on to assist in the establishment of the Leg_al Assistance Centre (LAC) in Kenema a
the Legal Access Centre in Makeni. Fhe Head Office continues to maintain its three major units; t
Administrative and Support Services Unit, the Litigation and Legal Advisory Unit and the Research Training
and Advocacy Unit. - '

Mrs. Salmatta Sandi

: Administrator , o
Lawyers Centre for Legal Assistanc




RESTRUCTURING OF CENTRE

The Lawyers Centre for Legal Assistance has
embarked on a restructuring drive to meet the

current challenges facing donor driven institu-
tions.

In other to comply with the requirement of our
donor for the restructuring of the Centre, mo-
ves were taken to operate one Central Office in
Freetown. Our Regional Offices in Makeni in the
North and Kenema in the East of Sierra Leone
were closed in September 2009. LAWCLA fur-
ther went on (o assist in the establishment of two
new autonomous Human Rights centres. These
are Legal Assistance Centre (LAC) in Kenema
and the Legal Access Centre in Makeni (LAC).

These establishments were done with financial
and logistical support from LAWCLA in order to
make sure that human right issues continue to be
supported and promoted in those regions.

During the formal opening ceremony in Makeni,
the Director of the Centre, Melron Nicol-Wilson
said LAWCLA was the first institution to pro-
vide legal aid in Makeni immediately after the
war. He said the Centre sent two lawyers there to
provide free legal services for the people of the
Northern Province. Melron Nicol-Wilson also
said that LAWCLA has served as a torch bea-
rer in that direction, expressing satisfaction that
other human rights groups are now undertaking
similar activities in Makeni and its environs. He
further maintained that the issue of human rights
is complex and requires dedication and sacrifice.
He went on to say that human rights issues requi-
re a consensual approach coupled with honesty,
commitment and selfless sacrifice for the sake of
humanity. ‘

The Chairman of the board of trustees of the
Legal Access Centre in Makeni, Abdoul Samad
Kamara said human rights abuse and violation is
more pervasive in the provinces where those in
authority infringe on the rights of the poor and
innocent people with impunity.

The Chairman of the Bombali District Hm'nan
Rights Committee, Abass Kamar:a who cha‘lred
the ceremony said that the estabhﬂnnent ot‘ the
[ egal Access Centre is timely and will help defend
human right in Makeni.

L LAWTERYLENVIC
TANCE CLAWCLA?
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Formal opening ceremony of th'e Legal
Access Centre in Makent
L - R ( Abdul Abass Kamara, Abdul Samad
Kamara, Melron . N . Wilson)

Similarly, the closure of LAWCLA’% office took
place in Kenema and was replaced with the Legal
Assistance Centre (LAC); an independel.lt trust
establishment with aims to provide legal assistance
to the people of Kenema and its environs. In her
address, the Chairlady of the ceremony, Coun-
cilor Yatta Soma said the move of LAWCLA to
restructure was unfortunate because of the legal
support they have been rendering to the poor
people in Kenema. However, she said that h(?pe
has being restored because LAWCLA is giving
support to the opening of the Legal Assistance
Centre to carry out similar activited.

The resident Magistrate in Kenema,Komba Ka-
manda-esq . said the establishment of the centre
will reduce the court’s workload hence most of
the cases are minor and can be settle amicably

Formal opening ceremony of the Legal

Assistance Centre in Kenema.
L - R ,Magistrate Komba Kamanda -Director

.0f LAWCLA ,Melron . N . Wilson and an
interpreter




RESEARCH AND PUBLICATION

INTRODUCTION

LAWCLA is an Institution working to promote
rights in Sierra Leone. The Research studies that
have been undertaken by the Centre and findings
have proved to offer an opportunity for mapping
out strategies; take practical and concrete actions
to promote equity, justice and stability and to
work with Government, the Judiciary, other
Developmental Agencies and Civil Society
Organizations to provide the right environment
for equitable justice for all, poverty eradication,
and development.

It has been the continued practice of the centre
over the years and in the year under review to
undertake researches in numerous areas on the
laws of Sierra Leone that needed reform. In that
direction, the centre has published a lot of
articles, research papers, handbooks on simplified
laws and training manuals.

In the year under review, the centre in February
this year in collaboration with the Forum Of African
Women Educationalist (FAWE) and Fifty-Fifty
Group formally launched five simplified hand
books and training manuals on the recently passed
gender laws at Santanno house, Freetown.

The purpose of the handbooks was to educate
the general public about the existence of gender
laws in the statute books and to galvanize support
for further law reforms.The handbooks will be
accessible to every Sierra Leonean.

It should be recalled that the Centre did a
research or discriminatory laws against women
in Sierra Leone in 2006, which culminated into
the publication of a book titled: ‘Unequal
Rights: Discriminatory Laws against Women
in Sierra Leone’.

As a result of the above study, and the need to
equitably position women in developrhent n
Sierra Leone, LAWCLA,- Forum for. African
Women Educationalist (FAWE) and the 50-50
Group formed a consortium in consultation, and

and in collaboration with other civil society
groups advocated and lobbied Parli‘flme'nt fo'r‘ the
promulgation of the four gender bills into _laws
which were recently enacted .in‘ 2007/2009. Since
this is not the end of the discriminatory Jawsg
against women in Sierra Leone’s Laws, the Centre
has mapped out a strategy for further researches anq
development of all laws in the country.
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A CRITIQUE OF THE TRADITIONAL
JUSTICE SYSTEM IN SIERRA LEONE

B y Abdoul Samad Kamara

Traditional justice systems have existed since
pre colonial days. During those days, local
authorities were respected; they commanded

authority and could settle disputes to maintain
law and order.

However, the brutal civil conflict collapsed a
dysfunctional traditional justice system. Structures
failed and there was general lawlessness and
anarchy. In fact, social injustice was one of the
primary causes of the war.

Political patronage and imposition of section
chiefs and paramount chiefs that were very
unpopular led to dissent, and some of the aggrie-
ved people joined forces with the rebels to cause
unwanted destruction in many communities.
Many paramount chiefs and other local authorities
that were imposed on the people were either killed
or maimed and the traditional justice system hit
the rock.

The post-conflict Sierra Leone’s traditional justice
system is slowly waking from slumber, but it is
| suffering from a myriad of problems; seventy
percent of the population lives under the jurisdic-
tion of traditional / customary law that is practi-
ced in the 149 chiefdoms across the country.

There is seemingly a great reliance on traditional
dispute resolution methods, i.e. through para-
mount chiefs and section chiefs because the
formal justice system is far removed from the
people. The people perceive Fhe formal justice
gystem as expensive, time wasting, and complex.
The formal justice system is hardly accessed du_e
{0 its distance from the populatior‘l.. But the tradi-
tional justice system is faci.ng criticism because
of its eXcess. Local authorities are levying heavy
fines on poor. innocent, and vulperable people.
Witnesses are asked to swear on very_dan.gerous
harms and accused persons are arbitrarily de-
fained- For example, in the Northern Province,
ir] was chained like a slave, for very trivial

f failing to report to a Local Court.

jssue 0

Recently in Masiaka a young girl quarrelled with
another girl under the traditional rite of passage
to become a “sowe”. She apparently removed
the head tie from her head during a scuffle and
hell was cut loose. When the “soweis’” got wind
of this, the poor young girl was severely beaten
and forcefully initiated into the “pbondo” society.
What a cruelty. When the matter was taken to
the traditional authorities, the girl’s parents were
fined a sum up to Le 600,000 ( $150 ).
Additionally, they were asked to produce a sheep,
a bushel of rice, five gallons of palm oil.etc

Women and girls are more vulnerable to va-
rious form of abuse in silence. These traditional
leaders are becoming so powerful that they are at
the mercy of their people. Whether the Ministry
of Local Government monitors the activities of
these traditional authorities remains a question.
Another problem is the establishment of kanga-
roo courts in some parts of the country. The esta-
blishment of these courts is completely at varian-
ce with the Local Court Act of 1963. Such courts
have no jurisdiction in civil and criminal cases
and therefore their decisions do not have the
force of law nor do they have statutory powers as
established by parliament.

In another development, a schoolgirl unknowin-
gly stepped into a sacred bush..She was arrested
by the “sowe” and whisked off to a traditional
court. The young unsuspecting girl was fined Le
500, 000 and asked to apologize to the elders in
the village. The young girl maintained her inno-
cence and narrated that she was passing through
a bush path when someone accused her that she
has stepped into a sacred bush.

Furthermore, a nineteen-year-old girl in the
southern province was forced by her parents to
marry. to a 45-year-old businessman. The rela-
tionship became estranged and the lady abscon-
ded. The man took the issue to the local court and
paid bribes to get his way. The local authorities
asked the girl’s parents to return the bride price
and all the money the man has expended since

- he betrothed her. The girl said she is not intere-

sted in the relationship and that she was forced

by the parents to marry to the businessman: who A

showered gifts upon the parents to win her love.

5
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This writer hopes that the Registration of Custo-
mary Marriage Act can successfully deal with
this problem of early marriage. Also, a ten-year-
old boy was accused of witchcraft . The boy was
detained for three days and asked to confess.
The so-called chief threatened to beat the boy
mercilessly because he had bewitched his court
and people were no longer reporting cases in his
court.

Our office wrote a warning letter asking the sec-
tion chief to hand the boy over to his parents or
he will be prosecuted for child cruelty. When the
boy was brought to our office he denied the alle-
gation and said he was used as a scapegoat.

The above events are pointers to the human ri-
ghts abuses suffered by people in the hands of
traditional authorities. The rights of the people
should be upheld and protected. Although a lot
of people are suffering various form of abuse
in silence, we only hope the government will
setup a mechanism to monitor the activities of
the traditional authorities. Though the concept
of human rights is slowly gaining momentum,
the traditional authorities i.e. paramount chiefs,
section chiefs, headmen, must be told about their
limitations.

REPARATION IS THE HALLMARK TO
RECONCILATION

By Abdul D. Kposowa

Due to the eleven year rebel war that was un-
leashed on the people of Sierra Leone by some
of our own compatriots, no man born of a wo-
man with his or her right senses will ever dare
to imagine a repeat of the destructive and terri-
ble carnage that was inflicted on the defenceless
citizens of this beloved nation. Therefore, if we
as a nation are serious and very determined to
say “no” to any resurgence of that sad chapter
of our country, we have a task at hand to sound
the early warning signals, whether there is the
political will or not. But for a gentle reminder,

the destructive war in Sierra Leone has not only .
‘left the country completely divested and .its

economy ruined, but also succeeded in inflicting,
pain and untold suffering on the masses.

The rebel insurgents amputated limbs, sexually
molested our women folk and girls; now, most of
them aimlessly parade the streets begging or are
involved in one crime Or another.

After a careful investigation of the plight of the-
se women and girls who happened to be victi-
ms, the Sierra Leone Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC) came up with recommenda-
tions, which if thoroughly implemented would
help improve their conditions. The recommen-
dations among others, called for reparatlons to
be made to war victims and the setting up of a
war victim’s fund. The unimaginable brutality of
violations committed against up to one third of
Sierra Leonean women and girls has drawn this
writer’s attention to properly address the issue
of reparation as a crucial component in bringing
lasting peace and sustainable development in

Sierra Leone.

The Government of Sierra Leone delegated
responsibility to the National Commission for
Social Action for its programs. In fact, it was
only recently that the National Steering Commit-
tee of the Peace Building Fund approved around
$3 million to support the reparation program.
What is not clear to many, including the war
victims, is who is going to benefit from this lump
sum and how soon the beneficiaries will start to
claim their benefits.

Other organizations have also been wondering
why the victims who suffered the brunt of the
war are not treated with utmost concern. Even
though in my opinion government has failed to
effectively address the physical, psychological
and economic impac't of these crimes on the sur-
vivors, without justice, recognition of the crimes,
effective programmes to ensure their rehabili-
tation, help to rebuild their lives or steps being
taken to ensure that they are protected from fu=
ture crimes, the suffering of the women and gifls
continues unabated.

The writer has taken the pain to interview many|
women and girls who were victims as to hoW
they survive on a daily basis. For most of them

the sexual violence that they went through was

- not a one off event, but rather a violation thatha

caused them continued hardship in the absenc®
of comprehensive measures to deal with it



Alo ' > sexual v
\long with the sexual violence they suffered

at the hands of these rebel war bandits, some

women faced stigma, isolation. and exclusion

by members of their Families.

Furthermore, good people that might want to
come to their aid within their respective

munities have been absent. As

com-
a result of this,
many have had difficulty aceessing food, shelter,
work and healthcare. Thot

! 1gh quite recently the
mtervention of a few humanitarian agencies,
like Marcy Ship, the Shepard Hospice hospital
atLower Allen Town. are currently providing for

these ' women by giving medical treatment, the
majority of these victims are still languishing in
suffering and pain.

The unabated discrimination they faced has
become a stumbling block on their way to being
reintegrated into their very society. Some of these
women and girls have expressed a desire for
Justice and meaningful reparations; however,
this is not out of revenge. They want something
that can enable them to become economically
independent so that they can begin to re-establish
their lives free from fear, stigma, rejection, and
discrimination.

However, if this is the case, then one would be
tempted to ask where these concepts of repa-
rations come from? Within the Sierra Leonean
context one may be tempted to date it back to
the TRC report of 2004, however, this is not the

origin.

The principal of reparation dates back to the .

Jextalionis of the Hebrew scripture and before
the Norman Conquest, Anglo-Saxon Courts in
England also contained this principal. FL'lthel‘—
more, under the English legal system judges
must consider making a compensation order as
part of the sentence for a crime. Section 130 of
Th wers of Court (Sent.encin.g) Act 29@
requires the courts to explain .thelr reasonmg
if they do not issue co.mpensa.tlon order. This
writer 18 pot au fait with thfe judgment at the
Speciﬂl Court if the judges d{d make an)f r9om
the payment of compensation t¢ ti}e victims,
fo%r ally to our women folk who ¢ uffered seve-
es,ﬁiciln the hands of those gun-totters.
ra

In jurisprudence, reparation of a previously
inflicted loss by th: criminal to the victim in the
form of monetary resdtution is common. Usually.
reparation is making amends fora wrong orinjury
done on an individual. Reparation for an injusti-
ce done to an innocent person who did not deser-
ve (o be treated the way they were treated, as was
the treatment meted to the women of this nation.
Up to date, no one individual has openly shown
remorse for the crime they committed, nor has
any single perpetrator made a public apology.

In order to address the complex social and in-
dividualistic impact of sexual abuse, the repara-
tion must be paid for in a context that seeks to
prevent future violence, address the deep seated
discrimination against women, empowers them
to promote equality, and improves political par-
ticipation and the general status of women in our
society. It has been revealed by well-placed per-
sonalities, both inside and outside the situation,
that the eleven year rebel war created many more
victims by reducing the dignity of mankind.

This is a human rights concern because human
rights campaigners are fighting to redeem the di-

enity of ‘man’ in this global trend of improving

the status of women. All victims and survivors of

crimes against humanity, war crimes, and other

serious violations of international human rights

and humanitarian laws are entitled to justice and

reparations.

However, it may not seem to be a reality for
. Sierra Leoneans though the Special Court has
tried and convicted some of those who bear the
greatest responsibility in the recently concluded
rebel war. This piece is strategically directed on
reparations for survivors of sexual abuse, which
mainly affects women and girls from both Free-
town and the more remote areas of our society.

The Lawyers Centre for Legal Assistance has
carefully examined the social and individual
effects of sexual violence, the failure of the
government to take measures to address its im-
pacts, and the need for the government to imple-
ment a comprehensive, effective, and efficient
recommendation to the TRC as reparation is the
* hallmark to reconciliation.

AIIWAL



SOCIAL REALITIES IN ACCESSING
JUSTICE IN SIERRA LEONE

By Festus Robin-Taylor

Ihis article is to highlight the concepts  of
suceinet aceess to justice. It further proffers ways
10 address access to justice and the responsiveness

ol judicial and administrative processes to the
needs of the litigant.

Things to be considered in understanding this
discuss are for example; what are the social rea-
lities of access to justice? What are the obstacles
L0 accessing justice?

The people themselves know best when they
need justice most. There is a recurring pattern
of situations in which people have needs or arie-
vances that are translated into justifiable claims
invoking substantive rights. There is still a wide
gap between legal principle and the everyday
reality of those who come into contact with the
law and need its protection. The criminal Jjustice
system is sometimes misused to detain and
prosecute social or political activists and human
rights defenders. At times, people are detained
on the basis of clearly flawed evidence; some-
times well beyond the legal limits allowed for
pre-trial detention.

Others are denied access to adequate legal advice
and 1‘ep‘rcsentati0n at precisely the point when
they are most at risk of torture or other ill-treat-
ment to extract confessions. Reports of torture
are routinely dismissed or ignored by magistrates

and judges, reinforcing impunity for these

human rights violations. All too often it is the
poorest and most vulnerable who are likely to be
the victims of these abuses.

The following are some of the obstacles to
accessing justice in Sierra Leone:

Cost

One of the foremost barriers preventing access

to Sierra Leone’s justice systems, both formal
and informal, is cost. The costs of accessing
justice in Sierra Leone come in a variety of forms,
including costs of services; fines,.ltim,é,:_‘and
transportation. :

_1s not widely understood b

Sierra  Leone’s formal courls, where ap
adequate legal aid structure IS yet to come i-nln
existence. makes contesting parties responsible
for court fees, legal rcprcscnluliun..und.()lher
service fees: costs are pmhihili\'cl)' h‘t—"‘] for all,
Yet even in local courts, which are designed (o
be closer to the people, unnecessary COsIs are
often too high to encourage usc.

Like customary law itself, the rules ’tor fees
and fines in customary courts are unwrlltep and
many chiefs are found to distribute ill'blt!‘ur'y.
fines. often in a discriminatory manner. This ig

perpetuated even though the Local Courts Act,
1965 provides some guidance.

Time . <
Both the formal and the informal legal sys ems
are thought to encourage long delays in the
resolution of cases, especially in rural areas.

Transportation

Transportation presents a formidable obstacle
to accessing the formal courts, particularly for
citizens in remote areas. The limited number
of functioning magistrates courts are based in
district headquarters, which are distant from
many communities and villages. With mini-
mal access to adequate roads or vehicles, many
inhabitants of rural communities find it physi-
cally and financially impossible to access the
formal courts, especially for cases that can take
several visits to provincial capitals before being
resolved.

Structures
The structure of the formal and informal courts,
presents a challenge. Elements of the court
procedures, such as: formality, language, views
of justice and the current state of the courts
e.g. skills of officials, also presents a barrier (o
access.  While the first category primarily
affects access in the formal courts system, the

second can be encountered across the justice
system. '

Formality and Language
With its basis in English law

and legal proce-
dure, the state justice system i

n Sierra Leone i$
very formal in its rules, procesées, and apped-
rances. Court proceedings are in English, which
y people outside the
urban environs: it ig even not well understood
by many even in Freetown, the capital.

el B



Lack of Information
Unlike the custom

maintain procedurs
insiderg such

a myster

! yStery to 1 als outside the legal
System. To g large extent Sierra Leoneans
aware of what the laws — gj

mary — are, While customar
bound ip customary practi
new laws without
are lesg likely to k
and recent legisl]
feportedly diffic
access.

are not
ther forma] o custo-
'y law is traditionally
CC, many chiefs pass
any form of contre). Citizens
now the content of formal laws
ations, and court rulings are
ult for legal professionals to

Social Barriers and Gender Discriminations
and Why access to Justice matters

Access to Justice matters most for women’s rights,
gender equality, and the rights of the child.
 Hundreds of women and girls — sometimes a5
young as three - have suffered crimes of sexual
violence. The obstacles hindering justice for
women are even gi'eater. It is believed that not
only is it morally right to take action by helping
women to enjoy equal rights, removing the fear
of sexual abuse, and safeguarding their access
to justice, but that equality under the law will
liberate them to make their full contribution to
the development of their country and communi-
ties. Though women are afforded some degree of
€quality and protection in the 1991 Constitution
of Sierra Leone, and the recently passed gender
related laws, these constitutional and legislati-
ve guarantees do not always translate to equal
access or opportunity in the judicial or social
sphere because mostly, these laws are un-tested.
These social and gender barriers are those that
arise from a lack of information, gender based
bias, or from perceptions of the role of the justice
system itself.

Juvenile Justice 3 Telly

Juveniles face particular social, ﬁnanc.lal,
institutional and legal barriers when ac'cessmg
justice. They are particularly susceptible to

mistreatment and abuse by the police and-other

justice sector personnel. As well as interact?ng
with the justice system in their own .qlgpaCIt.y,
children and young people are also affe;cted when.
parents oOr guardians are victims of crime or are
sanctioned through the justice system.

Juveniles should be afforded the same rights as
adults by the justice system. In addition, they
have specific needs relative to their age and
vulnerability. It must be noted that “access to
Justice” requires that the public have available
and understandable information about the justice
system, its resources, and means of access.

The justice system should promote ongoing
public knowledge and understanding of the
tools afforded by technology to access justice by
developing and disseminating information and
materials as broadly as possible in forms and
by means that can reach the largest possible
number and variety of people. Litigants should be
treated with respect for their dignity. They are
entitled to access to the mechanisms of justice
and to prompt redress, as provided for by national
legislation, for the harm that they have suffered.
Judicial and administrative mechanisms should
be established and strengthened where necessary
to enable people to obtain redress through formal
or informal procedures that are expeditious, fair,
inexpensive and accessible. Litigants should be
informed of their rights in seeking redress through
such mechanisms.

TRAINING OF CIVIL SOCIETY GRQUPS
ON GENDER LAWS ‘

The' Lawyers Centre for Legal Assistance
successfully completed training of eighty civil
society groups on the Gender Laws and HIV/
AIDS Act in Makeni from 24th -26th April 2009,
and in Kenema from 14th -17th May 2009.

The aim of these training workshops was to
help translate the technicalities of the laws into
simple form. Rather than stopping at their pro-

mulgation, people will also know about their
existence. ;

Mr. Festus Robin-Taylor, LAWCLA’s Legal
Officer, facilitated the training workshops. He
dealt with the background of the Gender Laws
and HIV/ AIDS Act 2007 and then proceeded
with specific issues: the Domestic Violence Acts
the Devolution of Estates Act, the Registration
of Customary Marriages and Divorce Act, the
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HIV/AIDS Act, a whole range of other relevant
legal issues pertaining to the laws and practices
in the Sierra Leone judicial system.

Spcaking in Makeni, the chairman of the
program Mr. Abdul D. Kposowa, Head of
Research and Training, spoke of LAWCLA’s
passion to translate the Gender Laws into the
remote areas of our society and mount up a
formidable sensitization campaign of the laws.
He said the promulgation of the laws is one thing
but went on to stress that the effectiveness and
efficient dissemination aspect is a key element
that can make the people more proactive to
respond and adhere to the dictates and practice
of the law.

In Makeni, participants said that the training was
significant which will help them to be more re-
sult oriented in the performance of their re-
spective duties at their locations.

Similarly in Kenema, Mrs. Satta Senesie, Pro-
gram Manager of Defence for Children Interna-
tional, who chaired the opening ceremony, spoke
of the training as an initiative that the nation
needs to praise LAWCLA for, stressing that it
will help strengthen the capability of civil society
groups that are participating in the training.

She said the training is appropriate in the area
of educating service personnel and service
providers on how to execute their duties more
professionally and more actively bring develop-
ment in the area of the Gender Laws.

In both training workshops, stakeholders gave
statements as to how they will make meaningful
contributions to these service providers bene-

fiting the communities from which they were

drawn from, and spoke of how they will be of
help to see the implementation of these laws that

are taking their right path into the statute books |

of our societies.

Mr. Melron'Nicol-Wilson, Director of LAWCLA,
expressed a passionate plea to the participants,
saying that the training should be replicated

to other members of their respective institu-

tions and communities so that more people will

benefit from these training workshops. He said
that the handbooks and training manuals could
be used as quick reference tools when the-:

re are challenges in discharging their duties.

Finally, he made a call for humadn rights con-
at “the fight to correct

ne needs to sacrifice

sciousness as he stressed th
society is a challenge that 0 > S
self for the national good” as he put it, it “is a
genuine cause’. After this emotionally charged
appeal, he encouraged all to kee.p the flame (?f
the human rights spirit and then distributed certi-
ficates to the participants.
i T

" Facilitators and Participants during the
training in Makeni

Interns and Reps. of Civic Society of Org.
during the training in Kenema

Interns from Fourah Bay College.
L-R Juldeh Jalloh and Alhassan Jalloh
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LAWLawyu s Centre fo; Legal Assistance
( CLA) has been Operating an Advisory and
Refe.rral Scheme under its Litigation and Legal
Advise Unit since the establishment of the Centre

m. March 2001 ¢ Promote and protect Human
Rights through Law.

The advisory and referral services rendered
by the Centre SCIVe as a bridge between needy

poor clients of the populace and the Jaw. Many

other civil society organizations; human rights
stakeholders,

the Ministry of Social Welfare
‘Gender and Children Affairs, the Sierra Leone

Police including Family Support Unit on the one
part, and many other legal firms on the other part
played huge parts in solving human rights viola-
tions, discriminations and difficult cases referred
1o them by LAWCLA .

Also, in the year under review, the Centre pro-
vided legal and other professional advice to it
humerous clients on wide range of human right
issues and guiding principles, steps to follow,
their rights and wrongs and access to the justice
System.

Apart from giving advice to its numerous clients,
LAWCLA also, in many other instances makes
interventions, legal representations, mediations
and settlements for and on their behalf.

Although these advices and interventions are not
binding, but they do carry strong influence on
members of the public, government Ministries,
departments, agencies and other related bodies
are, obliged to take any such advice or referrals
“into consideration when making decisions.

During the year under review, the Centre received
a total of 436 reports. 316 of that number are. on
human rights violations, discriminations against
women and the girl child, and sexual related cases.

The .remaining 120 complaints are on other le- -

gal issues including labour/employment dlSpl.lte,
land dispute, commercial business transaction
and many more.

The 316 gender related reports were related to
issues of domestic violence, devolution of estate,
customary marriage and divorce, rape, child
rights with heavy discrimination against the
women and the girl child, rape and sexually
related cases, child abuse, etc.

Cases reported to the Centre from January
2009 to December 2009 in percentage

436- TOTAL REPORT
IN 2009

NO. %
316- Human Rights/Gender cases-  72.5%
120- Other legal issues reported-  27.5%

DIVISION

DIVI F REPORTS TO TH
CENTRE IN 2009

NO. %

16- Human Righ nder :

216- Domestic Related Cases- 68.4%
044- Rape and Sexual related Cases- 13.9%

055- Violation of child’s Rights- 17.4%

120- Other legal i reported:

044- Property Disputes Cases- 36.7%
061- Labour/Employment Cases-  50.8%
026- Other cases- 21.7%

The Unit reviewed the needs and concerns of its
numerous clients and reflects them in the broader

‘spectrum of positioning it work plan so as to

stimulate a productive package of solving pro-
blems. It also collaborate between civil society
actors including relevant services of the state
and employed necessary strategies for improved
human rights conditions for the people of Sierra
Leone.

LAwCLA
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Also, the Centre focuses on more result oriented
activities. The Advisory and Referral Scheme
could benefit the populace from not only the
expertise and experience of the Centre, but espe-
cially so, by the lawyers, and other institutions it
makes referral to.

In that direction, the Centre had considered
and placed into category what kind of cases to
refer to particular lawyers, Ministries, Depart-
ment and Agencies, Civil Society Organizations,
etc.

The Centre also, placed premium on cases of
discrimination and violation against women and
the girl child since huge number of the complaints
received were in that direction.

The Advisory and Referral scheme provided
by the Centre faced many challenges in the
period under review and learnt numerous lessons.
These experiences has positioned the Centre in
a more focused direction to carry out advocacy,
training, research and redesign the scheme
and our strategies to meet current needs of our
clients. Because of the influx of complaintsinto the
Centre, and in support to the UNDP funded
Access to Justice- Sexual gender based violence
which is now rampant against women and our
girl child, the Centre shall be providing free
legal services to the public on all SGBV cases
from January 2010 to June 2010.

In that connection, the Centre looks forward
to uphold and protect human rights and justice
through legal means.
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Ishmail Koroma and Selwya Nicol

GENDER LAWS SENSITIZATION
THROUGH RADIO

On Friday 27th February 2009, The Lawyers
Centre for Legal Assistance held its first radio
discussion in a series on the Five Simplified
Handbooks and Three Training Manuals on
the recently passed Gender Laws and the Child
Rights Act of 2007, at the Cotton Tree News
(CTN) radio network, Fourah Bay College
Studio. Mr. Ishmael Koroma of the CTN mode-
rated the discussion and the discussants were Mr.
Festus Robin-Taylor, Legal Officer, Mr. Selwyn
Nicol, Legal Consultant, and Ms. Arlene George,
Assistant Research Officer.

Additionally, the series on the Devolution of
Estates Act 2007, Domestic Violence Act 2007,

and the Registration of Customary Marriage and
Divorce Act 2007 were aired.

Lots of positive responses came from the public
and .the number of people visiting the Centre
seeking legal assistance quadrupled in the months
of March, April and May of 2009.

Remain.ing lavsfs of the series to be discussed are
the Child’s Rights Act 2007 and (he Control
and Prevention of HIV/AIDS Act 2007. -



UNDP PROj1:

CT ON WOMF
RIGHTS pAENS

ACCESS TO JUSTICE. SEXUAL GENDER
BASED VIOLENCE ON woMmeN
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conomic, social. cultural
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2009, only 14% of Parli
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amentarians are women,

ave no-education, there
S arise in the reported cases of Gender based

\mlgnu 94% of women aged 15 — 49 have

undergone Female Genital Cllllln” and 62% are

married before age 18. It is further maintained

that because of these reasons, the UN family
through its various programmes will promote the
rights of women through the accelerated imple-
mentation of the CEDAW. resolution 1325 and

1820 as well as Sierra Leone’s National Gender

strategic Plan.

[n October this year, the Lawyers Centre For
Legal Assistance (LAWCLA) in collabora-
tion with 50-50 Group and forum For African
Educationalist  (FAWE)
plementation of a

commenced  im-
project on Access to Justice
and  Eradicating  Violence against Women in
Sierra Leone funded by the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP). This project
is centred on Sexual Gender based Violence
(SGBV).

This projectis based on reforming SierraLeone’s legal

system by creating awareness among members

of the society that sexual and domestic violence,

traditional harmful practices and other abuses

against women and girls are illegal and perpetrators
. should be prosecuted and punished.

The project also aims at influencing govern- -

ment’s decision that women’s right is an integral
part to the development of an effective and sound

legal system accessible to victims of domestic
o

and sexual violence. Also, it aims to enhance
" aceess to justice.

rogramme  Report of

The said project spans for twelve months with
the following specific strategic objectives to be
achieved:

I. To Strengthening institutional accountability
and access to justice.

2. Advocacy and awareness to change public
attitudes,

3. Strengthened social support services
3. Community mobilization and support.

4. Capacity building initiatives to strengthen
community structures in providing information
to women on their rights under existing laws.

These include their rights under existing laws,
domestic and sexual abuse; how to obtain free
legal advice and representation and access to
justice and protect women’s rights

5. Education and sensitization on the elimination
of discriminatory provisions in national laws
governing marriage and family relations, violence
against women, property and ownership rights,
women’s political and labour rights.

6. Develop and strengthen partnerships of NGO's
with similar objectives.

Violence against women is the most common
human right violation and it cuts across ethnicity and
economic status. In Sierra Leone sexual haras-
sment and other forms of violence against wo-
men are major contributing factors in women’s
continued lower socio-economic status. Gender
poverty and political disadvantage are entren-
ched in policies, practices and beliefs relating

to the position of women in political and public
life.

Women are more likely victims of domestic
violence than men ranging from homelessness
to unemployed and their physical, mental and
health conditions are usually threatened because
of their inability and capacity to access justice
which is quite expensive in Sierra Leone

LAWCLA |
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Domestic violence is widely accepted by both
men and women as a way of exercising control
and resolving disputes in the home in Sierra Leone,
and thus: not recognized as a societal problem.
Women are often reluctant to report sexual and
domestic violence cases involving their spouse
because they provide them with some degree of
financial security.

Lawyers Centre for Legal Assistance has vast
experience in advocating for women’s rights.
The Centre hag carried out extensive research lea-
ding to the publication of Discriminatory Laws
against Women.

In February this year, LAWCLA formally laun-
ched the publication of handbooks on Devolu-
tion of Estate Act, Domestic Violence Act, Regi-
stration of Customary Marriage and Divorce Act
and the Control and Prevention of HIV/AIDS
Act which are commonly referred to as gen-
der laws. The centre also conducted training in
Kenema and Makeni on the simplified laws for
the civil society organizations to be knowled-
geable and fully comprehend the technicalities
of the laws.

~Currently the UNDP SGBYV project is being im-
plemented by LAWCLA together with Forum
for African Women Educationalists, (FAWE)
and 50-50 Group. The first phase of implemen-
ting the aforesaid project comprising

\
(a) Radio discussions on the following twelve
themes for radio discussions on the Access to Ju-
stice SGBV programme of the UNDP spanning

from second week in October 2009 to the end of .

January 2010:

. INTRODUCTION: The importance of
developing and strengthening partnership
among CSO/NGO with minded intere-
sts. This would be done in line with the
ACCESS TO JUSTICE SGBV FUNDED
programme of UNDP and mode of imple-
mentation in stages. Definitions, concepts
and other related matters.

2. The impact of SGBV on women/ the girl
child and the importance of existing Gen-
der Laws, loop holes and recommenda-
tions on the way forward.

6.

10. SGBYV and the role of Religious Leaders

11. Institutional accountability (This focuses

~SGBV in th

~ gocial and politic

~ SGBV and the role of Traditional Leaders
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Access to Justice in line with SGBV:- what
they entails, causes, how they can ‘be pro-
cessed and expected results. (Particularly

the victim).
gainst women/ girl

ues like harmful
all other forms of

The dangers of SGBV a
child. (Considering iss
traditional practices and
abuses).

Legal processes under the law to process
and prosecution of SGBV cases in the Ju-
stice system. (take a diagnostic approach
IRO the existing Gender Laws, from when
an offence may be committed, to reporting
stage at the Police (the processes), when
the matter is charged to court what should
be known and procedures/processes up o
end of trial, and result.

Public perception(s) to SGBV against wo-
men, the girl child and sex workers.

and neighbourhood/community watch/as-

and faith based groups.

on existing institutions as provided for in
the gender laws, data, and what still need

to be accomplished including recommen-
dations).

o




|2. END: Recap on all the key issues in our

previous SGBV discussions, concluding
messages on sensitive areas and recom-

mendations.

(b) Erection of Bill Boards in three major cities

carrying the under mentioned message:

“STOP SEXUAL AND GENDER VIOLENCE
AGAINST WOMEN: Women are valuable

Asset for a Nations’ Sustainable Development,
Peace and security.”

(With a picture of a man either trying to hit or
FApe a woman — to tell meaning depicting what
IS written)

(¢) Four television discussion programmes on

the four topics amongst those of the radio discussions:

Already, the radio discussions have yielded a

positive and challenging outcome. The consor-
tium comprising LAWCLA, FAWE and the 50-
S0 Group have been able to reshape the discus-
sions to meet more difficult social and religious

diversities contrary to moving SGBV.
Further, it has helped to strengthen institutional

good and has expanded advocacy and awareness
to change public attitude on sexual gender based
violence. Many listeners out there are com-
mending LAWCLA for taking the initiative and
visitation of clients to the office has increased

tremendously.

LAWCLA’S work is geared towards refor-
ming Sierra Leone’s Legal System by creating
awareness among members of the society that
sexual gender based violence, harmful traditio-
nal practices and other abuses against women
and girls are criminal; and that violators of hu-

" man: rights will be prosecuted and punished.

accountability and access to justice for the greater

LAWCLA is seeking to raise aware-
ness amongst members of the Judiciary
that human rights are integral to the deve-
lopment of an effective and sound legal
system accessible to all in society, facilitate mea-
ningful access to justice and ensure that a vibrant
and friendly Legal System be enhanced.

It must be noted here that LAWCLA intends to
reproduce copies of the abridged versions of the
three gender laws it launched earlier this year in
order to carry out capacity building/training and
dissemination exercise, education/awareness
campaign for the general public through training
workshops, consultative meetings, radio/TV
discussions, jingles, flyers, stickers and school

wall art/painting competition that would depict
messages of women and child’s rights on school

fences and other strategic locations. This will be

geared to strengthening the capacity of women,

children and legal personnel design in a way to

eliminate all forms of discriminations, and with

the aim of educating the Sierra Leone populace
on sexual gender based violence and women'’s

rights.

In concluding, LAWCLA reiterate its stands as
provided in its mission to protect and promote
human rights through Law. LAWCLA's activism
and responsibility is to expose and denounce all
practices and policies that silence and subordi-
nate women. ‘

LAWCLA frowns at all legal, cultural and re-

ligious practices that systematically discrimi-

nated against women, excluded from political

participation and public life, segregation in their
daily activities, raped in armed conflict, beaten in
their homes, denied equal divorce or inheritance
rights, forced murriuge. etc. The realization of

women’s rights is a global struggle based on uni-

versal human rights and the rule of law.
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STAFF DEVELOPMENT

In its quest for greater gender representation
within its administrative set up, the Lawyers
Centre for Legal Assistance (LAWCLA) has
recruited Ms. Arlene George as its Assistant
Research Officer.

Ms. George holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Arts
from Fourah Bay College, University of Sierra
Leone and is a vibrant women'’s rights activist.
She is attached to the Research, Training and
Advocacy Unit and has been working on research
and training programs implemented by the Centre,
especially on the Gender Laws and Child Rights
Act.

Ms. George has maintained that she saw it as a
challenge to work with LAWCLA, one of the
prominent human rights organizations in the
country, and that she would do all in her power
to champion gender and child’s rights, which are
not only a current concern in Sierra Leone, but
the world over.

Ms. George assisted in the facilitation of training
on the Gender Laws in Makent and Kenema
where she told participants about the importance
of promoting and protecting the rights of women
and children.

To reiterate LAWCLA’s determination and com-
mitment in the campaign on the rights of the wo-
man and the child, it has recruited Ms. George
among other things to maintain a balance in its
administration, gender and child rights training,
and advocacy projects.

The Lawyer’s Centre for Legal Ahszlftﬁnlge 'hai
also recruited Mr. Saidu M. Cont;:? ¢e I'OJ?C
Assistant for the Westminster Ot;narou?::l l(])r
Democracy Project which 1s centrlf_:amem i :he
Training of fifty Members of Parli it e
East, South and Northern reglonsdaa licat'ree
political parties on the concept anl Wfilt)in ;og
of representation, project prOpOSZ}t o %evn

development of inclusive Con%f}ll_u rg'ect he-
lopment planning programmes. 1S proj as
commenced in November 2009.

Mr Conteh holds a Bachelor’s Degree 1In Arts |
in Linguistics and Sociology from Four}zilh Bay
College, University of Sierra Ijeom;,i. e has
wealth of experience as Survey’s officer in the
Ministry of Finance on the PET survey and also
from the Sierra Leone Statistics on Census survey.

His responsibilities includes; providing assistance

to co-ordinate the project activities.

This project further seeks to enhance parliamen-
tarians to be more effective 1n _thelr rolqs aqd
responsibilities. The role of parliamentarians is
primarily to represent their constituents, law-
making and to check on (oversight) ghe executive
arm of government with the key aim to cham-
pion the interests of their constituents and seek
to intervene in cases where those Interests are

being curtailed or restricted.

Mr Conteh is also tasked with providing
assistance for the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) on Access to Justice: Sexual
Gender based Violence (SGBV). He will also
be providing support to both the Litigation and
Advisory Unit and Administration.

Mr. Conteh has a passion for human rights
protection and development. He has vouched
to do all within his intellect and power to give
his best in not only the implementation of the
Westminster foundation for Democracy project,
assistance to the UNDP Access to Justice project
but also to the development of LAWCLA'S
objectives.

[ " Mr. Saidu Conteh




INTERNS FROM THE UNIVERSITY
OF SIERRA LEONE

Prior to this year’s internship, the Lawyers Centre
for Legal Assistance (LAWCLA) received many
applications from various university under/post-
graduate students both from within and outside
the country. The Centre was able to host eight
interns from the University of Sierra Leone,
These interns include: Mariama Seray-Lee,
Pamfordina Beckley; Neneh Abie Bah, Emmanuel
Olu-Williams; Rachael Kargbo, Gberrah Roy-
Kargbo; Diana Scott and Emmanuel King from
the Department of Peace and Conflict Studies,
Fourah Bay College, University of Sierra Leone.

Their internships with LAWCLA occur within
a span of three months which commenced on
the Ist April, 2009 and ended in the last week in
June, 2009. During the course of their internshi-
ps. the interns went through an in-house training
programme on the Gender Laws, Juvenile Justi-
ce, the Child Rights Act and on the procedures
and processes of LAWCLA’s operations, and the
Justice system.

The interns worked in various departments
located in Freetown and the provinces on atta-
chments, including: the Sierra Leone Police with
regards the rights of detained persons, monitored
Court proceedings, the Family Support Unit
(FSU), the Prisons department, the Kingtom
Remand Home in Freetown, where they trained
the inmates on the Child Rights Act 2007, and
other human rights laws.

‘ B 55 1% - ; B
L-R Emmanuel Olu-Williams, Rachael, Pamfordina,
Neneh, Serray, Gberrah, and Emmanuel King

INTERN FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF
VIRGINIA, SCHOOL OF LAW, USA

Estelle Hebron-Jones was a summer intern at the
Lawyers Centre for Legal Assistance (LAWCLA)
from the University Of Virginia School Of Law
in Charlottesville, Virginia, U.S.A. where she is
reading for a Juris Doctor in law. This past May,
she completed her first year. Prior to this intern-
ship, she had taken part in a variety of legal and
non-legal projects and has been a member of
various organizations.

She is most active in her school’s chapter of the
Black Law Students Association (BLSA) where
she is currently the Alumni Relations Chairperson.
Through BLSA, she participated in a campai-
gn to make parents aware of their children’s
education rights. This entailed the creation of
pamphlets that summarized Virginia state law
and contained contact details for parents needing
assistance on these matters. She was also involved
in a pro bono Alternative Dispute Resolution
Clinic. With the assistance of the local media-
tion centre, she has been trained to co-mediate
family law disputes. The training consisted of
over 20 hours of class time, role-playing, and
observation. Though she is still observing, she is
anticipating the conclusion of this so that she can
actively assist mediations.

Prior to the law school, she developed an inte-
rest in public interest work and did volunteer
projects whilst she obtained her Bachelor of Arts
degree from University College London. The
most notable project she did was with an orga-
nization called Reminiscence at Home. Through
this, she conducted hours of interviews with an
elderly Londoner and created a shost biography
of her life which' was put in the Kensington and
Chelsea archives. This was a highly rewarding
experience for both the participant and Estelle
and through this; she developed a great interest
in social work. .

Estelle chose to -do her internship * at
LAWCLA because her parents are Sierra
Leoneans. She has lived in the US and UK for
most of her life and desires to do something which
can positively impact Sierra Leonean society.
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Addilionully. she wants to become more familiar
with current human rights issues and develop a
basic understanding of Sierra Leonean law. With
this knowledge, she is hoping to narrow her inte-
rests and have a better idea of how to utilize her

law degree at its completion.

o

RESEARCH FELLOW FROM
SWEDEN

Karin Lindgren is pursuing a Master’s Degree in
Peace-Building and Conflict Management at the
Umeca University, Sweden and is conducting a
study on the rebuilding of the justice sector in
Sierra Leone, and specifically on what actions
have been taken to manage the problems of

sexual violence after the conflict.

The thesis is built on the theory of state-building,
arguing for the importance of strengthening
governiment institutions, contrary to the theory
of liberal marketing as a solution for develop-
ment. When it comes to post-conflict countries
with a culture of impunity, the justice sector
becomes one of the most important building

blocks in order for development to prosper.

However, solely putting the structures in place

would not be sufficient. In order for it to function .

well, the institutions need the legitimization of

the population.

In order words, the justice system has to be con-
structed in a way that makes people willing to
use and finding it fulfilling their needs. If this is
not the case, alternative structures to deal with
crimes and disputes will follow and chances to

develop and stabilize the peace will decrease.

.rable and exposed
Since women are most vulnerable and expc

perception of the justice

group in society, their i
ocus in the study.

system is therefore the specific 1

This is done by studying how they

the system if being the victim of sexual violence

acking in ord
as a well functioning

are able to use

] ‘or the justic
and what is still 1 er for the | e

sector to be perceived

institution.

Karin Lindgren

Director of LAWCLA Melron . N. Wilson
sandwitched by interns from Fourah
Bay College



WESTMINSTER FOUNDATION FOR
DEMOCRACY PROJECT

This project is centred around the Training of fifty
Members of Parliament in the East. South and
Northern regions across three political parties:
All People Congress (APC)-21, Sierra Leone
People Party (SLPP)-22 & Peoples Movement
for Democratic Change (PMDC)-7 on the
conceptand application of representation, project
proposal writing and deyelopment of inclusive
constituency development planning programmes.

It further seeks to enhance parliamentarians to be
more effective in their roles and responsibilities.
The role of parliamentarians is primarily to
represent their constituents, lawmaking and to
check on (oversight) the executive arm of government.

In representing their people, members of par-
liament are expected to champion the interests
of their constituents and seek to intervene in ca-
ses where those interests are being curtailed or
restricted.

The following areas could serve as issues of
concern for members of parliament to effecti-
vely represent the interests of their constituents.
These criteria are:

Accountability: - does the Parliamentarian give
feedback and explain decisions and actions to
their constituents?

Autonomy: - does the Parliamentarian able to
make independent decisions without fear of
rebuke or punishment from the Executive, his/
her party or powerful individuals?

Authority: - Are Parliamentarians legally
empowered to do their work effectively and

efficiently?

Attributes: - How does the Parliamentarian’s
individual character, for example; background
as a democracy proponent, strategist, education
etc, influence a representative’s actions and
decisions. It is believed that there should be
an ongoing dialogue between parliamentarians
and the members of their constituencies on all
aspects of developments and all other is-
sues within or affecting the constituency.

In a drive to prepare the Parliamentarians in that
direction, the Lawyers Centre for Legal Assistance
(LAWCLA) in partnership with Conflict Mana-
gement and Development Associate (CMDA),
the 50-50 group and the Centre for Human
Rights and Democratic Reform (CHRDR) have
started developing training manuals 1.°0_r Pa'rl%a—
mentarians and also would be organising joint
sessions/meetings between MPs and their con-
stituents spanning from November 2009, tf) April
2010, in the East, South and Northern regions.

Also, LAWCLA with it partners CMDA, 50-
50 group and CHRDR would subsequently
implement the following activities: ' Creation
of Constituency Development Action’Plan'a‘nd
implementation, and overseeing of further joint

sessions/meetings  between ParliamentarianlsA
and their constituents from May 2010, to April.

2011.

The expected outcomes in implementing this
project are to improve understanding of the bar—
riers and challenges that obstruct communities
interface with Parliamentarians. This would be
identified and circumvented and a well structured
and coordinated informed democratic principles
and guidelines be established and channelled to
provide greater clarity on the roles and respon-
sibilities of Parliamentarians, local councillors;
traditional authorities and members of the con-
stituency.

LAWCLA wishes to extend its thanks and
appreciation to the Westminster Foundation
for Democracy (WFD), UK for their financial
support in strengthening democratic values of
fifty Parliamentarians in Sierra Leone.

Members of Parliament during the training in
. Bo- Southern Province
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RECOGNITION BY THE MEDIA

During the year under review, the clectronics
media played a significant role by airing the
activities of LAWCLA. The discussion pro-
grams on sexual and domestic violence were 3
multi-media mix lzu‘gelihg the grass root people
Or multiple audiences to create the desired
impact on the lives of many people especially
women and girls. The main purpose of the
program is to raise the level of awareness and
educate the masses about the legal dynamics of
human rights including sexual and gender based
violence.

The program which brought together a consor-
tium of LAWCLA, 50-50 Group and FAWE
commenced at Premier Talk Radio 104.1. Three
weeks later. it was broadcasted and televised at
the Sierra Leone Broadcasting Service.

The discussion program continued at Cotton
Tree News (C.T.N) for three weeks linking
up U.N Radio, Radio Mount Aureol and other
community radio stations in the provinces. The
discussion programs continued at Star Radio for
three weeks so that the message will filter down
to the people.

To a large extent, the print media also covered

the centre’s activities extensively. The formal |

launching ceremony of five handbooks and three
training manuals at Santanno House was covered
by 14 newspapers. The programme was also
televised by the Sierra Leone Broadcasting Service.

Awareness Times on Thursday February 12th
2001 carried a story with the headline “LAWCLA
launches five handbooks and three training
manuals.”

Standard Times also published an article on
February 12th 2009 titled; “LAWCLA on fore-
front to make law accessible” The article gave a
comprehensive and systemdtic coverage of the
eveni that took place during

the formal launching ceremony of the handbooks
and training manuals.

During the year under review, certain ncws}.)llPeff also
published articles with regards the training of civil
society in the provinces. The cenlre.cm.b.m-kcd
on the training to simplify the technicalities of
the laws so that the people will comprehend the
issues.

We Yone newspaper on Monday | [th may 2009
published an article titled, “LAWCLA trains
forty in Makeni.” The article summarizes the
training programme organized by the centre in
Makeni which benefited forty participants.

Weekend Spark: also published a front page
story in relation to the same programme titled,
“LAWCLA holds workshop on gender laws,
HIV/AIDS in Makeni.”

During the year under review, Standard Times
on Thursday 25th June 2009, chronicled the
academic and professional achievement of the
Director, Melron Nicol-Wilson. The article which
was titled “Melron Nicol-Wilson and the struggle
for human rights in Sierra Leone™ analyzed the
Director’s unwavering commitment and sacrifice
towards the promotion of Human Rights. The
publication also mentioned the awards that have
been bestowed on the Director of the Centre.

The print media also reproduced articles from
the Centre’s periodical magazine LAWCLA
NEWS. Several articles were culled on different
newspapers .Standard Times on Thursday
February 12th culled, “Critique of the recently
passed gender laws.” Another article reproduced
was “The Present Situation of Juvenile Justice
in Sierra Leone.” Peep Magazine in its February
[3th 2009 edition published an article titled,
“LAWCLA marks eight years of service.” The
article mentioned about the Centres’ strives fo
make law accessible to all through legal educatlon
advocacy and research.
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elron Nicol-Wilson

long workdays begin

0L B am. As many as
< people are ollen waiting out-
Side the small office of the Laws
yers Centre for | egal Assistance
(LAWCLA) in Sierra Leone's
Capital, Freetown They are refu-
Bees and war-displaced Sierra.
Leoneans young victims of child
abuse and the elder, disabled and
the unemployed, Word of mouth
brought them 10 Sierra Leone's
first Legal Aid Centre dedicated
10 protecting the rights of the poor
LAWCLA Tinds many more ¢lis
Onts in the holding cells in
Freetown, overcrowded Central
Prisons across the Country
Demands for legal representa
1on ameng the poor and largely
literate population is enormous
But needs are virtually every-

where in a country emerging from
1 brutal 10-year civil war and de
ades

international

't misrule. Donor nations

rganizations, and
the country's Civil Society Groups
have focused legal efforts and
funding on the Special Court for
Sierra Leone und the Truth and
ReconciliaNon Commission
(TRC), which is the key to pro-
viding dccountability for past
abuses and respect for the rule of
law during Sierra Leone's transi-
ton from war to peace. LAWCLA
is deeply concerned with transi-
tional justice, but remains best
known as one of the few places
where the poor can trn for tan-
gible legal help. "One cannot talk
about human rights without the
legal means (o protect them, “said
Nicol-Wilson" Born and bred in
Freetown, Melron Nicol-Wilson
comimitted himself to human right
issuer as a University Under-
produate. Those were the days
when the human rights concept
wis @ complete novelty as we
were gradually moving towards
the multi part democratic dispen-
sation. As a student, he wrote his
final thesis for the conferment of
the Law with
Honours Degree in Law on how
detainees were largely denled
their Constitutional Rights, At a
time when the democratically
elected government was in exile,
Nicol-Wilson was one of the few
Sierra Leonean intell Is who

Buachelor ol

Melron Nicol-Wilson ard the struggle

for Human Right

Lawyer for the United N
High Commissioner for 1t}
(UNHCR) & sacrifice
Sierra Leoneans could
establish the non-profit ¢
Lawyers Centre for |
Assistance(LAWCLA)
with three other colleug
office, which has now b
lished countrywide, with i
Offices in Bo, ken
Makeni, started with a

asingle room let to them
in Freetown's down tow
make shift ofMice, were
which broadly set out | AW
priorities for rescarcl
cacy, Litigation, Transit
tice, Juvenile Justice
Gender Research and A
as the Centre's hasten 1
and protect human rights 1)
Law with virtually
support

As a fastidious per
comes to academia, 1t
shortly after the establi
the Centre, he was also invi
aone (1) Semester Teach
lowship at the Human Ri
stitute, Columbia Law 5¢
New York. With his expes
from the war in Sierra Leone. I
students benefited immen s
from his myriad of knowledpe 5
the law. After his teaching fillow
ship, he returned home 1o contiin
with the struggle in promoning i
man rights. Fram his personn
fund, Nicol-Wilson and his « |
lengues won thelr first case. whioh
wats & matter involving i Securin
Guard of the Sierra Leone 1
Authority who was fired whp 1y
refused to take part in o (hel o
chestrated by his superiors. Wi
his intervention, this poor i
who was only able 1o seek rediess
with the coming of a pro bono in-
stitution received Six Thousin
Dollars as compensation. 1hi
yictory in April 2002 attricted iy
attention of the print and ol
tronic medis who extolled the vir
tues of Nicol-Wilson snd hi !
for addressing the right
poor.
Notwithstanding these suc-
cesses, some members of the pub-
lic were critical of Wis inhtintive in

placated the human rights abuses
of these militury officers (o capti-
vate the urgent attention of the In-
ternational Community, His
Qualifications include 3 Masters
Degree in International Human
Rights Law, a Masters Degree in
International Crimingl Justice
from the University . of
Nottingham in the United King-
dom and several postgraduate
qualifications from the University
of Lund in Sweden and the Inter-
nationsl Institute of Human
Rights in Strasbourg, France, In
2001, he resigned his job as 8

repr ing clients free of lepul
cost, viewing such & venture is 4
recipe for encoursging crimv
These words were not enough 10
discourage this martyr und his
team, who in 2002 and 2007 ¢
tablished Regional Offices

; N, N s
1. Nicol-Wilson' Lio1 ¢ romo
[Ny o

wema (Fastern™ Sien

(Southerns Sterra 1
Lakent (Northerm- Sier
» compliment the work ol

ee's Head Oflice in |y

2003 with intems from the |
epartment at Fourah Bay Col
10 (Who are now Muagistinlg
1 Private Logal Practitioners)
clron Nicol«Wilson and his
i carried out o sur i Ui

|
nul
)

ius of detainegs and |
wEhout Sterra Leong
very Prison and Police 8
Sierra Leone interview i1
nees and Prisoners and
fed them with an on- the- spot

L Advice and latter Legal lep

ntation for those who cannot
1ord to pay the serviees of Law

s

December 2003, the All
ths of Lite (AWOL) begienth
m with the covetous and prest
ous award of "Lawyer of the
1 an recognition of |
{on behalf of poor i
means which ifluded I
nol free legal services throngh
ut Slerra Leone and lecturing of
Human Rights and International
1w free of cost ot the University

I Sierra Leone

In 2004 LAWCLA i collibo-
ration with Global Rights trained
paralegals in Kailahun, Kabala

ind Kono und produced o hund
book for paralegals in Sicrra
Leone, and in that same year, s
Director of the Centre he wus
aven two awards for his services
10 ¢hildren by the Children's fo-
cum Network and 10ok up the cise

i un Indigent Indietee of the Spe-
cial Court of Sierri Leane, which
signaled the start of his careur in
the International practice of |
his case was 1o have o signifi-
cant impaet on the Director iy he
became interested on Issues of 1.
ternationnl Criminal Justice Inad-
ditlon 10 human rights,

In 2005 a property nt 2k Old
iailway Line, Tengbeh Tosvn vil-
ved about $200,000 wis donuled
0 LAWCLA by the Menal Vran
Family in recognition and i upe
preciation of the work of the Cene
tre, and in 2006 to celebrite its
Ilve Years of existence,
LAWCLA produced sn Abridged
und Simplified version of o § fand-
book on Discriminatory 1aws
ngainst Women thereby advocit-
ing for reform of laws that dis-
criminate against Women in Sierra
Ieone: Time for Change herehy

s Sicrra

i

LU

Leone

Melron Nicol-Wilson

stisting 1l
for the pl
alty in 8
also produ
titled o)
Rights 1
graphic i
promoling

1noand drguments
| (e Deuth Pen-
I'he centre
documentary en-
ieele for Human
teh it produged

15 of its work In
il protecting human
rights thirough Law in Sierra
Leone for e o period of Five
Years, 1o 2006 also, Melron was
invlted v o peaking tour of the
United St of America and did
presentation o Human Rights
and the i o1 Law at the Unis
versity ol | sew, University
of Visrderbiie ol the sk Centre
In Tenness 3

On the 281 Sy 2007, The Af-
rien Day Lo presented with the
Prestigious o of African Hus
man Righis L wyer for 2007 by
the Universive of Preforla in South
Afriea, 1his o Award given
1o one Lyt i he African Con-
tinent vvioe car for Human
Rights wiii.

The Wnpreave Ceremony in
Pretofhi v 0 uled by hundreds
of people 1 w0ss the African
continent |11 awary 2008 he eo-
authorsd - Hndbook entitled
""W(‘mlnlurm/dlit’ﬂofrm
of Expression in Slerrn Leone-
Time for Cliaige” in which he sd-
voented [or 1 reform of part five
of the Public Order Act of 1965
which mikes Libel and Sedition
@ Crimina! Offence.  He main-
tained tiat 1oarmmlists showld not

ine

of human rights in Sierra Leone is ciormous

and his example i

hy o

atio

Sierra """“"“ﬂi&t-hnmﬂnd.abﬂﬂdm v

be sent to Jall for injuring the
reputation of individuals but
should rather pay monelary com-
pensation,

In Nevember 2008, ka pro-
duced a Simplified and Abridged
versions of the HIV/AIL Aet of
2007, The Domestie Violence Act
of 2007, The Devolution of Es-
tate Act of 2007, The Child Rights
Act of 2007 and the Registration
of Customary anl Divoree Act of
2007,

He is presently condueting
Training Programs or: theae Laws

- using the simplified Handbooks wi

Bo, Kenema, Make i and Freetowss,
Further, in Novembs 2008 he estiso-
lished @ Privake Intemational Lugal
Practics and Legal Consultane Fimi
called Malieka Chambers in
Freetown assoclate offices in
Londen and the United States and
took his first Pupil Barrister in Cham-
bers in April 2009,

In May 2008, Melron Nicol-Wil-
son eonducied a study towr en Na-'
tional Legal Aid Schemes In CGhana,
Malawi, Namibia and Seuth Africa

Law ¢ Fowah Bay Collegs, Univer-
sity of Sierma Leons fres of cost, gna-
tlonal mssignment ho had commenced

Wlbnlrhm
example s worthy of emy-
lesion by Siema Lesneans at home
and sbroad. &




/i Critique of the recently
—_tok assed gender legislation

Manday 11th May 2009
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6«1 two-day  disaster strict,
x:.:; whod was only fimited 1o -which he bl

srkshop for siske- security num‘,:w
“holders in Kailahun v said
%:mm ‘penings such as faming  the fules
as the chief (aciltator.  which could not be  sale of
T S e

organized in order o
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W measures before any
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by wild animals on  aster infended to wreck

people, dents, hayoc within their

climate change, food-  communities. He dis-

LAWCI.A Starts Three-day W !
- Gender Acts In Kenema

Alocal non govern- I the counlry. education on the three ®
mental om-nlmlo». Ms. Salta Senesie, Gender Acls, nofing
Lawyers' Centra for who Is one of the
Legal -~ Assistance, facilitators. disclosed
(LAWCLA) has started MMGOMO‘
a thiee-day wo . women's rights viola-  as
in Kenema fo discuss  bons hed been recor-
' the three Gender Acts | mwum.m

By Sahr Yongal In
Kenema

Ny

The workshop is h.hst
belng :::anlud 'l: ‘.0: mt.rw
peoplo on participants counby.
o implement what they *  LAWGLA
sensitize them on their  woyld, be MIM oﬂiuf in
applications. It Is also vlﬁa@u estus Robln
geared towards cap-  days.
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basis with high impact.

Thl\ we can only achieve with your support.

CONCLUSION

5 : ; . . ; = uenr 2009, in spite of limited
The Centre was able to achieve completion of most of it programmes during the year 2009, in sp

= ! (i Loy A2 » launching was
Fumlmg. In March, the Centre launched gender simplified laws and training manuals. The I8 g

. ok . o g { : soistration of
tollowed by training on the Domestic Violence Act 2007, Devolution of Estate Act 2007, Registra

Customary Marriage and Divorce Act 2007 and the Control and Prevention of HIV/AIDS Act 2007 in

Makeni and Kenema in April and May 2009, respectively. The Centre has now commenced implement
ased Violence pllot

ation

of a United Nations Development Programme Access to Justice: Sexual and Gender Bt
project in October 2009. This project would span over twelve months. The Centre is also ,mplememlng
three (3) years Westminster Foundation for Democracy project targeting fifty (50) parliamentarians across
the country which commenced in November 2009. The Centre is midway in an increased funding of a new

three year grant from the Doen Foundation, in the Netherlands.

The Centre had undergone major restructuring to meet the new challenges and development within our Legal
System, and in order to consolidate its achievement over the last seven years: the Centre now conduct it
operations from a strong focal point in Freetown after closing down its offices both in Makeni and

Kenema.

It is projected that this restructuring will lead to more accessibility of our services by the poor on pro bono




SUPPORT LAWCLA

The Lawyers Centre for Legal Assistance — Sierra Leone is presently one hundred percent dependent on
donors, for its operational and staffing costs. We believe that this dependence threatens the existence of the
Centre, in the absence of continuing and new funding from donors.- In order to complement funds received

from donors, and to ensure the Centre’s financial sustainability, the Centre undertakes the under mentioned
tasks for modest costs:

1% Solicitors work including setting up of Companies and other Business Entities, Conveyance , Lease/
Tenancy and other forms of Agreement i

D3 Human Rights Trainings.

3 Human Rights and Legal Research

4. Consultancy and Retainership

3 Commercial advérts in our Newsletters ajﬁdliReports

Our ability to continue and expand the work of the Centre depends on your .suppbrt.
- Lawyers Centre for Legal Assistance | g% At

15D Old Railway Line,
Brookfields, Freetown, Sierra Leone
Tel: +232-22-240440

Fax: +232-22-236019
Email:lawclasl @yahoo.co.uk

* Website:www.lawcla.org

- Thanks for Support

“The Lawyers Centre for Legal Assistance (LAWCLA) is grateful to the DOEN Fouﬁdatloli'lﬁ tﬁe Nethér—
lands for funding the Publication of their Report. LAWCLA is also grateful to the DOEN Foundatlon in the

Netherlands, UNDP, Sierra Leone and the Westminster Foundation for Democracy in the United ngdom for
fundm0 its activities in 2009.




ABOUT THE LAWYERS CENTRE FOR
LEGALASSISTANCE (LAWCLA)

-

- = *2_The Centre welcomes your Technical, Financial and Moral Support.

‘.
o
mok ?

: = Al
. ‘Li‘.’-‘;_,f %,
R e, e S

% =9
500

L8
S




